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Editorial New Multimedia Islamic Software

With the Grace of Allah, the Muslim
presence in North America has A multimedia software entitled Al-Hajj Wal Umrah has been developed by Par

significantly increased in the last Excellence Computers cc in South Africa. It has over 350 photographs of Mecca
decades. The hundreds of mosques and and Medina (see the figures below), maps, extensive video material covering the
Islamic centers and scores of Islamic various steps and rituals of pilgrimage and Umrah. It also has the Qur’anic verses,
schools are manifestations of this Prophetic sayings and religious rulings pertaining to pilgrimage, as well as some
presence. The development of such medical tips during the journey. It has information about the history of extensions
institutions has been guided by the made to the Sacred Mosque in Mecca and to the Mosque of the Prophet (PBUH) in
determination of many Muslims to Medina. The program can be obtained from the Online Islamic Bookstore, S050
preserve the Islamic identity of their Laguna Blvd. PMB 513 Suite 112, Elk Grove, CA 95758 [h
families. However, such good intentions P G LR
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notwithstanding, Muslims in North [ : AU
America still have a long way to go ’ : T Cuar
when it comes to coordinating and i - Hadth

integrating  their resources and
institutions, and to making a significant
positive impact on their societies.

Countless Muslim volunteers and
some national organizations have
worked very hard, and continue to do
so, to establish and manage mosques
and schools, organize conferences and
meetings, and respond to crisis facing
Muslims overseas. However, many of [ 9= S
these activities were done in an ad hoc fg==s : CThe Hole Cha
manner, not part of coordinated and oo , D Mashrab M
integrated plans. o3 HEIEN

There are a number of artificial
factors tearing apart Muslim groups and
wasting much of their time and
rcsources: race, ethnicity,
sociocconomic status, school of thought
preference or lack thereof, and level of
practice of Islam. Such issues must be
raised and discussed. Muslims must
transcend these artificial barriers,

Now is the time to articulate a vision
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see Editorial / page 6
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Reflections
Dr. Ahmed K. Noor

Spending in the Way of
Allah
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Going through the Qur’an and the
authentic traditions of the Prophet
(PBUH), we find that Muslims have
been repeatedly invited and encouraged
to make monetary scarifies and to spend
their wealth for the achievement of the
cause they believe in. Several questions
arisc about that, including: why should
we spend in the way of Allah? What are
the benefits to us? And what happens if
we do not spend in the way of Allah? In
this article an attempt is made to find
answer to these and other questions
about spending in the way of Allah,
from the Qur’an and the authentic
traditions of the Prophet (PBUH).

To begin with, spending in the way
of Allah (SWT) refers to spending for
the sake of the objects which He
approves, with the sole intention to
please Him, and without any selfish
gain or interest. It covers both the
obligatory zakah (sometimes also
referred to as sadagah) and the optional
sadagah which goes beyond zakah (see
the figure on page 3). The word

il (spend) is repeated 20 times in
the Qur’an. In the verse cited at the
beginning of the article, Allah (SWT) is
commanding us to spend out of the
bounties He has provided for us not on
Him, but on His cause. Allah (SWT) is
independent of all needs. He is the one
that gives all sustenance.
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No sustenance do I require of them,
nor do I require that they should feed

Me. For Allah is He who gives (all)
sustenance, Lord of power, Steadfast
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O ye who believe! spend out of (the bounties) We have provided for you before
the day comes when no bargaining (will avail), nor friendship nor intercession.

Those who reject faith are the wrong doers.

(Qur’an 2:254)

Sfor ever. (Qur’an 51:57-58)

Allah (SWT) in His bounty credits
the wealth that is spent in His way as a
loan to Himsclf. He promises that He
will not only return the actual debt but
increase it manifold.
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“And spend in the way of Allah”
(Qur’an 2:195)

Who is he that will loan to Allah a
beautiful loan, which Allah will double
unto his credit and multiply many
times? It is Allah that gives (you) want
or plenty, and to Him shall be your
return. (Qur’an 2:245)

In this verse Allah (SWT) is making
it clear to us that spending in His cause
is like giving a loan to the Lord of the
Universe. The safety of your capital is
never in question. Since all the keys of
want or plenty are in the hands of Allah
(SWT); by your giving in His cause you
are guaranteed to have manifold
blessings and rewards; and by
withholding you may even lose what
you have.

Benefits and rewards for

spending in the way of Allah
The following five bencfits and

rewards can be cited, along with the

verses from the Qur’an and the Hadiths

which describe them:

1. Multiplying the rewards of the

person seven hundred times.
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The parable of those who spend their
wealth in the way of Allah is that of a
grain of corn: it grows seven ears, and

each ear has hundred grains. Allah
gives manifold increase to whom He

i | pleases, and Allah cares for all and He
S| knows all things.

(Qur’an 2:261)
The Prophet (PBUH) is reported to have
said;
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Anyone who spends anything in the way
of Allah, will receive seven hundred
times the rewards for it. (Termithi)
2.  Receiving Allah’s guidance, by
which doing good becomes easy, and
committing sins become difficult.
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So he who gives (in charity) and is
conscious of the presence of Allah and
(in all sincerity) testifies to the best, We
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| | Zakah means blessing, purification, increase and
goodness. It is so called as it blesses the wealth from
| | which it is taken and protects it from misfortunes.
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It is a determined portion taken from the wealth and
| ] allocated to those deserving it. Sometimes it is referred to
| |in the Qur’an and the Sunnah as Sadaqah (alms).

'Optional Sadaqah that goes | °
beyond Zakah i

Take Sadaqah (alms) from their
wealth in order to purify and| -
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sanctify them with it. B

(Qur’an 9:103)
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will indeed make smooth for him the
path to ease. (Qur’an 92:5-7)

Making the path of bliss smooth (or
casy) for the person, refers to the fact
that Allah will guide the person so that
his facultics of mind and energies of the
body are working in accordance with
the pure human nature, as created by
Allah (SWT). The person experiences
peace, concord, and honor. When
unlawful wealth comes before him/her,
he/she will comsider it a piece of
burning coal, which they cannot hold it
in their hands. When opportunities for
sin appear before him/her, he/she will
resist the temptation of pleasure and
enjoyment, and will look upon them as
gates to hell and flee them. This is to be
contrasted with the resistance and
conflict on every side of his/her faculties
which a sinful person has to experience.

3. Receiving from Allah more than §

ever our merits deserve.

14aTy Bl O US ok pddl B
FEAERCORIV PR > S
(Y8 &0 = blis)p)

Those who rehearse the book of Allah,
establish regular prayer, and spend (in
charity) out of what We have provided
Sor them, secretly and openly, hope for
a commerce that will never fail.
{Qur’an 35:29)
In this verse a metaphor from
commerce is used. The godly person's
commerce will never fail or fluctuate;
because Allah guarantees him/her the
return, and even adds something to the

= | narrow-mindedness,
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return out of His own bounty.
4. Being saved from stinginess and
miserliness.
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So be conscious of the presence of
Allah as much as you can; listen and
obey; and spend in charity for the
benefit of your own souls, and those
saved from the covetousness of their
own souls, - they are the ones that
achieve prosperity. (Qur’an 64:16)

A Muslim who spends freely in the
way of Allah protects himself/herself
from the very dangerous disease of
niggardliness,
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mean-spiritedness and small-
heartedness. These diseases are the root
causes of stinginess; and make the
individual never coatent with his/her
own right, but usurps the rights of
others, or at least wants to have for
himself/herself all that is good in the
world and does not want to leave
anything for others. On this very basis
one’s being saved from these evil
diseascs has been described in the cited
verse as guarantee for success.

The Prophet (PBUH) has counted
stinginess among the most evil diseases
which can afflict the person, and the
root cause of corruption and mischief.
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Avoid injustices, will be darkness on the
day of judgement. Avoid stinginess, for
it was stinginess which ruined the
people before you. It incited them to
shed each other’s blood and make the
sacred and forbidden things of others
lawful for themselves.

(Sahih Muslim)
5. Receiving rewards even after death,
for the continuing charity established by
the person in his/her life. The Prophet
(PBUH) is reported to have said:
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When the person dies, all his/her deeds
are cut off except of three types:
continuing charity, useful knowledge,
or a pious son who prays to Allah for
his/her forgiveness.

Facts about our wealth and
other bounties received from
Allah

Certain facts about our wealth are
presented to us in the Quran and
Hadith to encourage us to spend in the
way of Allah. Among these facts are the
following:

1. The wealth that we have belongs to
Allah, and we have merely been
appointed as trustees on it.
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Believe in Allah and His messenger
and spend (in charity) out of the
(substance) whereof He has made you
heirs. (Qur’an 57:7)
2. Our wealth will not stay with us
forever. One day we are going to leave
it behind. Then Allah (SWT) alone will
inherit it. Thus, the best thing for us
would be to spend it ourselves in the
cause of Allah, so that our reward for it
is guaranteed with Allah. If we do not
spend it ourselves, it will in any case
return to Allah (SWT), but then we will
not be entitled to any reward from Him.
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How is it with you that you spend not
in the cause of Allah? For to Allah
belongs the heritage of the heavens
and the earth.

(Qur’an 57:10)

3. We will not attain righteousness
until and unless we give freely (in
charity) of the things we value greatly

(for example, our ecarnings, our
possessions, our time and our efforts).
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By no means shall you attain
righteousness unless you give (freely)
of that which you love. (Qur’an 3:92)
4. At the time of death we will wish to
be given a chance to return back to life,
even for a short time, to spend a lot of

our wealth in charity however, we will
never be allowed. Therefore, we must

not postpone our good charitable deeds
to the future.
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And spend something (in charity) out
of the substance which we have
bestowed on you, before death should
come to any of you and he should say,
“O my Lord! Why don’t you give me
respite for a little while? I should then
have given (largely) in charity, and 1
should havr been one of the doers of
good.

_—‘.

(Qur’an 63:10)
5. Our wealth, and our children can be
the greatest temptations that lead a
person to the ways of hypocrisy,
treachery, and dishonesty. That is why
Allah (SWT) has warned us against
indulging in too much love of wealth
and children, which could lead to
disobeying Allah.
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And know you that your possessions

and your progeny are but a trial; and
that it is Allah with whom lies your

% | highest reward.

(Qur’an 8:28)
6. Our love for wealth, if not controlied
by spending in charity, can lead to our
being totally consumed in collecting
more wealth. We feel no qualms about
acquiring wealth in any way or by any
means, lawful or unlawful, and our
greed becomes never satisfied however
much we may have acquired and
amassed.

NCETENRES
(v &l - il 350

And you love wealth with inordinate
love! (Qur’an 89:20)
7.  When the Shaitan (Satan) instills
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Qur’anic Descriptions and Importance of Zakah
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Means of attaining Allah’s
mercy (Qur’an 7:156)
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A precondition to achieve
victory
(Qur’an 22:40-41)
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A sign of brotherhood Il
in faith (Qur’an 9:11) ]
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||
A distinctive quality of the | |

One of the characteristic
features of the faithful
community (Qur’an 9:71)

A distinetive quality of the
' believers who frequently go
to mosques and maintain
them (Qur’an 9:18)
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true believers who will | |
abide in Ferdaus (highest ||
place in paradise).
(Qur’an 23:4)

|
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Zakah is indispensable for the Muslim community as it achieves both financial and spiritual "
reforms. It eliminates misery and greed from the hearts and consolidates the Islamic economy, "

leading to its stability and prosperity. y
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the fear in our hearts that spending in
the way of Allah, will result in our
becoming needy or poor, we should
remember the following verse from the
Qur’an, the Hadith Qudsi, and the
saying of the Prophet (PBUH):
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And nothing do you spend in the least
(in His cause) but He replaces it: for
He is the best of those who grant
sustenance. (Qur’an 34:39)
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Allah (SWT) said: spend (O son of
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Adam), and I will spend on you.
(Hadith Qudsi - Sahih Muslim)

The Prophet (PBUH) is reported to have
said:

ISV Ly Ju b La
(Sdasdl m)
No wealth of a servant of Allah will
diminish as a result of spending in
charity. (Termithi)
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The Prophet (PBUH) informed us that |
every day two angels come down fto ¥

earth and pray to Allah. One says: Our
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Lord grant the one who spends in Your
way from Your bounty. The other says:
Our Lord ruin the wealth of that who
withholds the spending in Your way.
(Sahih Al-Bukhari and Sahih Muslim)

I pray to Almighty Allah (SWT) to
give us the guidance and the strength to
resist the temptation of amassing
wealth, and to use the wealth we have,
along with all the other bounties that
Allah (SWT) has provided us with, only
in the ways which please Him. Ameen
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the Mercy Giving.

power is better than a thousand months.
every errand with their Lord’s permission.

daybreak.

We have sent it down on the Night of
Power! What will make you realize what
the Night of Power is like? The Night of

Angels and the Spirit descend on it on

(it means) peace till the approach of
(Qur’an 97)

Revelations of the
Qur’an
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In the name of Allah, the All-Merciful,
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First Revelation
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Second Revelation
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Third Revelation
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As a whole to the
Preserved Tablet at a time
and in a way known only
to Allah and to whomever
Allah provided this
knowledge to.
(Qur’an 85:21,22)
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As a whole from the
Preserved Tablet to the
honor place in the Earthy
Heaven (in the night of
Power).

Qur’an (97:1), (44:3),
(2:185)
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for Islamic services and institutions in
the coming decades which will facilitate
the practice of our religion in all aspects
of our life. A plan should be developed
for connecting the Islamic centers via
the internet and other advanced

communication technologles, and
establishing  professionally  staffed
groups and agencies to realize this
vision.

We pray to Almighty Allah to guide
us and help us in realizing the
importance of working together as one

organized Muslim Jama'ah. Ameen Ch

From the Earthly Heaven,
through angel Jibreel, to
Earth, and to the heart of
Prophet Mohammed
(PBUH) over a period of
23 years.

Qur’an (17:106), (25:32),
(76:23)
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In the name of Allah, the All-
Merciful, the Mercy Giving.
Say Allah is Unique. Allah is the
Eternally Besought (source for
everything). He has not fathered
anyone nor was He fathered. And

there is nothing comparable to Him. |
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Surat A

I-Tkhlas P>\ 8y g
(Purity of Faith)
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Statistics
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Theme and Subject matter

Significance and Excellence

A

One of the
Meccan Surahs.
In chronological order,
the 22nd Surah
revealed - before
Surat AI-Najm ;s

ot (the Star) and

after Al-
Mu’awwithatayn
oot ¢ Al-Falagq

g%l

early "

(the day-break) i

Four verses
(after i o
A - In

the name of

Allah, the All-
Merciful, the

Mercy Giving).
o 17 words

(including two
propositions).
47 letters.

o Presents a clear
concept of the being
of Allah.

e Destroys all
polytheistic concepts,
without leaving any
room for the
ascription of any of
the human qualities
of His being.

o Is astrong
declaration against

and Al-Nas ' (the
humans).

I
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the Godhead being
looked upon as

consisting of more
than one being.

:

e States the foremost and
fundamental doctrine of
Islam (viz.,«> s Tawheed) in
four brief verses.
According to an authentic
saying of the Prophet
(PBUH) it is equivalent to
one third of the Qur’an.
The Prophet (PBUH) used
to start off his day by
reciting the two Surahs

oy pS Al-Kafiroon - 109

(the unbelievers) and _o%-4

Al-Ikhlas - 112 (Purity of
Faith) in the Sunnah prayer
of the morning.
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